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COMMISSIONERS 


To the Honorable, the City Council of the City of Cambridge: 


Gentlemen :—The Board of Park Commissioners has the honor 
to subimt herewith its twenty-first annual report covering the mu- 
nicipal year, March 21st, 1914, together with the twentieth annual 
report of the General Superintendent of Parks, as required by Sec- 
tion 5 of the Ordinances establishing a Park Department. 


PLAYGROUNDS 


During the past year the efforts of the Park Commissioners 
were directed toward providing the city with a comprehensive sys- 
tem of playgrounds. In the report of last year the Commissioners 
stated that it was their intention to develop at least six large and 
up-to-date playgrounds, as follows: Thorndike Field, Cambridge 
Wield, Captain’s Island, Mill Pond, Rindge Field and Russell Field. 

It was also stated in our last report that land adjoining the fol- 
lowing school yards was to be laid out for playground purposes: 
Merrill, Wellington, Houghton, Morse, Roberts, Peabody, Fletcher, 
Gore and Sleeper. | 

Most of the work the past year was directed toward fencing 
and surfacing. A contract was made with the W. A. Snow Iron 
Works for furnishing about 6,o00 running feet of fencing, and the 
work was completed at Cambridge Field, Wellington , Fletcher, 
Roberts, Morse and Merrill school yards and a portion of the Mill 
Pond. 


CAMBRIDGE FIELD 


A new surface was laid on the ball field, the drainage repaired 
and the ball field enclosed with a fence. A portion of the field ad- 
jacent to York Street was laid out as a park, making a much- 
needed improvement. ‘This field is still lacking in proper equip- 
ment for the children and the girls. Bleachers should also be 
erected on the hall field. 
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‘THORNDIKE FIELD 


This field is the most popular of the city playgrounds. It 
should be provided with a shelter with proper sanitary arrange- 
ments. Plans for such a building will be drawn this year, and the 
Commissioners hope to begin the erection of this building within 
a short time.) 


MILL POND 


Work has already begun on laying out this playground. The 
field will be resurfaced, a ball field laid out, a shelter erected, and 
portions of the field set apart for the children and the girls. 


CAPTAIN’S ISEAND 


As there is a crying need for more ball fields in the city it is 
planned by the Commissioners to lay out at least two new ball 
fields at this playground. 


RINDGE FIELD 


This is another playground that is always well patronized, but 
considerable work should be done on the field. The ball field 
should be relocated and bleachers provided similar to those on 
Thorndike Field. A portion of the field on the southerly side 
should be laid out for the children and the girls. 


RUSSELL ERLE 


The Commissioners intend to plan for at least two regulation 
ball diamonds outside the enclosed portion of this field, but this 
work will not be attempted for some time. The enclosed portion 
is used exclusively by the students of the Rindge and Latin 
Schools during the school season. It is one of the best athletic 
fields in this country. The addition of another locker building, 
with proper sanitary arrangements, would complete this field. 
The Commissioners have allowed the schools to retain the income 
derived from the field so far, but as its popularity increases it is 
our intention to insist that the city be reimbursed for the amount 
of money expended on the field. 
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PLA'YGROUND IN WARD EIGHT 


| Provision has been made for a playground on the land adja- 
‘cent to the Charles River, between Western Avenue and Boylston 
(treet. 


Pee ae GROUND IN WARD TEN 


There is a very urgent demand for a playground in Ward Ten. 
‘The Commissioners have inspected several sites, and if an appro- 
‘priation is made for this purpose a large playground will be pro- 
vided for this section. The Commissioners also strongly recom- 
mend that the lot at the corner of Walker and Linnaean Streets, 
adjoining the Peabody School, be purchased. 
| 


CHARLES RIVER PARKWAY 


| This year will see the completion of Section E, connecting 
)Western Avenue and River Street. The work has been extremely 
‘difficult and its complletion will be greatly appreciated by the 
darge number of autoists who use the parkway. With the Com- 
‘pletion of Section E it is our intention to provide a new surface 
for Sections F and G. After that our efforts will be directed 
‘toward providing a proper roadway between Harvard and Cam- 
bridge Bridges. 


MAGAZINE BEACH BATH HOUSE 


The bath house at this beach is in a deplorable condition. The 
building should be torn down and a new structure erected. 


GRANOLITHIC WALKS 


The Commissioners strongly recommend that an amount suffi- 
cient be allowed each year for granolithic walks. The board walks 
‘are not only an item of expense, but also a source of danger. 


SCHOOL GARDENS 
i 


| The Park Commissioners and the School Board are co-operat- 
‘ing in the development of school gardens. There is a splendid 
opportunity to utilize the land at the foot of Pearl Street for this 
| a 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


PARK LOANS 


Amount of unused balance of 1912 appropriation reappropriated 


May. 15,1918 ote ae tee et ae ss oe 9 ee $25,627 § 


PLAYGROUND LOANS—CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT 


Amount of unused balance of 1912 appropriation reappropriated 


May 18, 1913 vi s.sseiesvcsssvtssusil eee $6,358 
Amount appropriated May 27, 1913 ........ 20. eee 25,000 
$31,358 


PLAYGROUND LOANS—PURCHASE OF LAND 


Amount of unused balance of 1912 appropriation reappropriated 


May 15, 19138 2 004 cae bi cos og sacs ea 3,765 
PARK MAINTENANCE 
General: 
Amount appropriated May 6, 1913............. $23,110 00 
Amount appropriated July 7; 1913-2... 55ee 3,500 00 
$26,600 00 
Amount transferred July 25, 1913, to Mainte- 
nance, Street. Department.) .2). 4. eee 432 00 
a 26,178 
Forestry: 
Amount appropriated May 6, 1913....... Jays 15,500 
Salaries: 
Amount appropriated May 6, 1913............. $2,800 00 
Amount transferred November 29, 1913, from 
Maintenance, Playground Salaries......... 50 25 
2,850 
PLAYGROUND MAINTENANCE 
General Expenses: 
Amount appropriated: May 6, 1913.......« sc senna 700 
Salaries: 
Amount appropriated May 6, 1913............. $3,000 00 
Amount transferred November 29, 1913, to Park 
Maintenance, Salaries ......'..4 9.2 50 25 
_——————— 2,949 


93 
00 


93 


00 


00 


00 


00 


15 


During the year bills payable from Park Loans have been ap- 
proved by the Board and certified to the Auditor to the ot 


amount of $11,907.38, as follows :— 


: 
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PARK LANDS AND CONSTRUCTION 


River Parkway, Section A: 
Construction account 


River Parkway, Section B: 


Construction account 


River Parkway, Section C: 


Construction account 
River rarkway, Section D: 
Construction aecount 


River Parkway, Section H: 


Construction account 


River Parkway, Section F: 


Construction account 


Amount expended 


Balance unexpended 


$698 33 


FP 5 6 ee 6-2 6.6 6 2 8 6 0° 6 0 CU 6 oO 8 


47 94 


eevee eeee eer eee eee eee eene 


o,/31 59 


eeeterereerep rere er ee eee eee esas 


1,015 52 


Te OLS © SLU, Oo 0S O'S GPele Sg, 0, S66 6 


eer ereevree er eee eee eee eee eee 


4,370 25 


43 75 


S218 6.6 © 6 @ oe 46 0 8 6 6 Oe 6 € ee 6 elt 


eevee erer eee eee eee ee eee ese es oe 


eosreeeee ee ere eee eee eevee ee eeveses ee eee 


$11,997 88 
13,729 13 


———— 


During the year bills payable from Playground Loans have been 


Land for Playgrounds: 
Land account 

Russell Field: 
Construction account 


eoeeeevee 


$750 00 


eoeereeeree eee ree eee eee eee e 


6,074 39 


Construction and Equipment: 


Construction account 


Amount expended 


Balance unexpended 


23,485 09 


eeoeoeeerere ee ere reese ee eevee e se eeee eee ee @ 


_ approved by the Board and certified to the Auditor as follows :— 


$30,309 48 
4,814 45 


A detailed classification of the expenditures will be found in the 
report of the General Superintendent. 

Since the beginning of the work in 1893, there has been expended 
to date of money raised under Park and Esplanade Loans the sum of 


$1,650,654.31. 


The division is as follows :— 


River Parkway, Section A: 


Construction account 
Land account 


©) 28S. p: 6 00, oo. 6 6.9 C SOs BUC o 6-0: dD. © 


$181,659 17 
9,416 83 


River Parkway, Section B: 


Construction account 


River Parkway, Section C: 


Construction account 
Land account 


River Parkway, Section D: 


Construction account 
Land account 


$111,578 26 


129,044 45 
31,701 08 


eoeoerereveevr eevee eee eres eee ees 


$129,826 24 
95,047 25 


SOMA aORHRES THEA RC PR aAKeaeo a © 


$191,076 10 
111,578 26 


160,745 53 


224,873 49 
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Section HE: 


Construction: ACCOUNE=. 7.4 ca se sss diss «809 oe $5,641 02 

DANG BECOUD Cones os he he alee ies ees ce 67,145 00 
Section F: 

CONStLUCTION ACCOUM Ue vam sic wise sso © 6<.. 2 $69,956 59 

Land RACCOUIE won ao ee oor LE 6s Ne 4 cs loves ,0is rhe 67,491 62 
Section G: 

Construction AccOuUnEy ii. cs..5 esse ves > 9 are $121,117 78 

LANG ACCOUDE (oy oie wee e or ete wrens oe yo) es ele pie 86,824 82 
Section H: 

CONSTITUCTION “HOCOURL ces tee vinwc os 09s ee $13,135 30 
River Parkway, Delta, Cambridge Bridge: 

Construction ACCOUNRE . 0 ok. 6. 6s Ge sls Oe 927 83 
Rebuilding Sea Walls: 

Construction “account <2... 0s 56 sum ewes see 10,887 89 
Cambridge Field: 

Construction ACCOUNt ...... eee eee tere ee ee eens 128,513 59 

Land “aCCount..1g sé cies ale os 0 sieve ce ele teee way 78,884 85 
East Cambridge Embankment: 

Construction account ...6..s¢sessccosssn ae $102,897 93 

and account <2 026 i ee es ae voc ou ow cs See 45,231 40 
General Account: 

Construction” account | ioi5 obec 26d s eee 355,352 45 
Rindge Field: 

Construction account 26.5. cs«e<0s «0s 00) see 19,307 86 

Land | aCCount ie 9% ode se%0 «5 0ie's 0 on eis xs lala 31,461 95 
Office Expenses: 

Construction account .......2.s+eccsevseuuwem $15,915 29 
Broadway: 

Construction account ......«csscscess sss eam 11,685 27 
Nursery: 

Construction account «os <n: + .ciewe snes sere Pg 
Improvements at Rindge Field: 

Construction ‘account: .i.s << <i0<<ce« ow woul 7,788 98 
Hastings Square: 

Gonstruction Becount: 2. .in<s045 6 ae ee an hoe 2,683 07 
Baths and Lockers: 

Construction .account (<i. sass sca esos anne ‘ 2,500 00 
Winthrop Square: 

Construction “account... f:..+* nares et se eee tae 1,866 26 
Shower Baths and Heating Apparatus, Rindge Field: 

HOonstruction accOunt ...44 1565s es 6 see ee 1,391 10 
Dana Square: 

ConstructiOn A@CGcount .. 055 -aceseseswcess ee 1,111 42 


$72,786 


137,448 


207,942 


13,135 


927 


10,887 


207,398 


148,129 


55,352 


50,769 
15,915 


11,635 


9,240 


7,788 


2,683 


2,500 


1,866 


1,891 


yi B | 


60 
30 
83 


89 


44 


33) 


45 


71 
29 


27 
49 
98 
07 
00 
26 


10 
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Mill Pond: 

a $999 97 $999 97 
Fort Washington: 

SU MMCMUENEEEPEREOOOUING 5c et hte tweens 929 73 929 79 
Washington Elm: 

RMIEEMIEPEINESEICVUITAG © wos he ce tec eevee 466 98 466 98 


Memorial Gateway, Cambridge Common: 


SpMUMEIRTEPESUATI GG hac cc tcc ee eee eens 565 O07 565 07 
Porter Square: 
CSSD, Si rr 20 87 20 87 


Floating Bath House: 


PeetPRIOGACCOUNL ..-.....2--c0s.000004 oF 4,483 28 4,483 28 


$1,655,148 70 
Less Park Revenue for 1894 and 1896 merged into land and 


IE RT RTIR sg ss cb dsc caecdaseddnccesdas 4,494 39 
$1,650,654 31 


Of the whole amount of Park Loans expended to April rst, 


IG14, 31 per cent. has been for land and 69 per cent. for construction, 
as follows :— 


Land account (less revenues) 


Eevee alae oh ees ee ens $508,710 31 
Construction account 


GPU R aL? o 8) € ae at eaty cc's mele era's wo «a egies 1,141,944 00 


$1,650,654 31 
Respectfully submitted, 


DANIEL A. BUCKLEY, 
JOHN T. SHEA, 

DAVID J. NELLIGAN, 
JOHN J. AHERN, 
WILLIAM M. WADDEN, 


Park. Commissioners. 


REPORT OF 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS 


CampripcGe, Mass., April 1, 1914. 
Lo the Board of Bark Commissioners, City of Cambridge: 


Gentlemen:-+] have the honor to submit my eighth annual report 
as General Superintendent of Parks covering the financial year from 
April 1, 1913, to April 1, 1914. 


SECTION A. 


The area of this section is 9.07 acres. It extends from the south- 
erly line of Main Street to the westerly line of the third street east 
of Massachusetts Avenue. 

This year the balance of $481.79, due on the iron fence erectec 
on this section in 1912, was paid to the Snow Iron Works Company, 

The only other work done during the season was the repairing 
of the 30-ft. roadway between Wadsworth and Main Streets. Las 
year the 80-ft. space between Wadsworth and Main Streets was cov- 
ered with loam, the intention being to seed and plant it later. Up te 
the present time, nothing has been done in this respect. This work 
should be completed the coming season as this spot is a very con- 
spicuous one. 

The total cost of lighting this section for the year was $716.36 
The system of lighting the roadway was changed from naphtha lamps 
owned and operated by the Welsbach Street Lighting Company, tc 
electric lights, owned and operated by the Cambridge Electric Light 
Company. This latter system has proven entirely satisfactory. 


SECTION a. 


This section covers 19.72 acres. It extends from the westerly 
line of the third street east of Massachusetts Avenue to the westerly) 
line of the fourth street west of the avenue. 

On account of the small appropriation, this is practically the onl} 
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section that received any attention this year. Two gardeners were 
employed on the grounds about one-half the year. 

| That part of the 30-ft. roadway-on this section received one coat 
‘of Tarvia B and a covering of sand. The coming of Technology 
necessitated the closing of Vassar Street, the only available street in 
‘this section for heavy teaming. The only resource then left was the 
park road or Albany Street. Consequently, on October, 1913, this 
30-ft. roadway between Massachusetts Avenue and the Cambridge 
‘Bridge, was opened for heavy teaming, and because of such opening 
the roadway is now in a very bad condition, as it was never con- 
structed for such traffic. 

I would recommend that this roadway be built with a permanent 
pavement, and that the 4o-ft. roadway on the other side be built for 
pleasure driving. In my opinion, this would solve the problem for all 
concerned. 

| The total cost for lighting this was $671.73. 


SECTION: C. 


There are 38.31 acres in Section C. It extends from the west 
line of the fourth street west of Massachusetts Avenue to the east 
line of Brookline Street. 
: The principal work done this year was that of building about 
2,800 feet of the Tarvia macadam road from the foot of the eleva- 
tion to Section B. It is necessary that considerable more work be 
done before this section is completed. As a matter of fact, the work 
ought to be completed this year, as the Gray Davis Company and the 
Ford Motor Company have already erected two magnificent buildings, 
costing in the neighborhood of $900,000, and undoubtedly, other such 
concerns would be induced to settle here if the parkway were in a 
more sightly and, in general, better condition. 

Cracked stone for this work was furnished by W. J. McCarthy 
Company, at $1.35 per ton, delivered. | 

It should be noted that the Ford Motor Company was granted 
permission to build a concrete entrance to their building on park 
property at the corner of Brookline Street and the park road. 
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Section D extends over 38.31 acres, from the west line of Brook- 
line Street to the south line of River Street. 
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The 40-ft. roadway on this section received one coat of Tarvia 
B and a covering of sand. 

The small angular lot west of the Riverside boat house was 
loamed, graded and seeded. 

About 1,500 loads of filling were received on the lot east of the 
ball field, without any cost to the city. It will require about 5,000 
more yards to bring this lot to sub-grade. When this is completed, 
there will be two more diamonds on this field, something that is 
needed very much in this section of the city. 

The bath house was open seven days each week from June 15, 
1913, to August 30, 1913, with the following attendants: 

Two lifeguards, two men in the men’s bath house, one man in the 
locker house, one woman in the women’s bath house, and one woman 
selling tickets. One man was employed as a relief man so that regu. 
lar employees might have a day free each week. One extra woman 
was employed two days a week so that each regular woman employee 
might also have a day free each week. 

The laundry work was done by the Cambridge Laundry Com- 
pany. Their rates were as follows: 

$3.75 per hundred suits. 
.75 per hundred stockings. 
1.00 per hundred towels. 

The ball field received the usual attention during the year. 

The usual care was not given this section during the year, it being 
impossible to do so on account of the small appropriation granted. 


SEC TIO Nar 


Area 1.77 acres. Section E extends from the north line of River 
Street to the east of Western Avenue. 

Work was commenced on this section on October 27th, and con 
tinued until January. 

It required the excavating of about 2% ft. of clay, which was 
carted to Section D, part of it placed on the ball ground, the rest on 
the lot east of the Riverside Boat Club. About 2,000 yards of this 
was removed. One hundred and forty-two feet of coping was laid on 
the sea wall commencing at River Street. The balance of this coping 
is granolithic. It is expected that this section will be completed and 
opened for public traffic by the latter part of August. 


_ EEE 
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SECTION F. 


Area 13.89 acres. Section F extends from the north line of 
Western Avenue to the east line of Boylston Street. On account of 
no appropriation being made, care could not be given the grounds or 
shrubs on this section. The only noticeable work done was the patch- 
ing of the 4o-ft. roadway. The beach was widened about too feet 
between Plympton Street and the Weld boat house, the intention be- 
ing to make a small playground here. Ali the material required was 
furnished by the George A. Fuller Construction Company. The grad- 
ing was also done by this construction company at the same time 
without any cost to the city. 


peeiONS G AND H. 


Section G extends over 16.07 acres, while Section H covers 1.44 
acres. 

On account of no appropriation being made, no work could be 
done during the year. 


LONGFELLOW PARK. 


There are 2.14 acres in this park. 

The $250 appropriation for this park was spent taking care of 
the grass, shrubs and trees. As I have mentioned on previous occa- 
sions, this appropriation is not sufficient to give this park the care 
necessary, and it is to be hoped that the city government will be more 
liberal in their appropriation the coming year. 

This park should certainly receive as good care now that it is 
under the care of the city of Cambridge as it did when it was cared 
for by a private association. To give it this care, $500 will be needed. 


CAMBRIDGE COMMON. 


The customary care was given this common during the season, 
two men being constantly employed during the summer months car- 
ing for the grass, trees, shrubs, etc. 

The Daughters of the Revolution erected a magnificent flagpole 
on the small area on the easterly side of the entrance to the subway. 
There was a balance of $274, which the Daughters of the Revolution 
turned over to the city to have a walk built and the grounds repaired 
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and shrubs planted. It is anticipated that this work will be done in 
the spring. 

As I have mentioned in my report of the last few years, the 
board walks should be eliminated and granolithic ones laid, as they 
are in a deplorable condition. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


The public library was given the usual care and attention, one 
man being employed to do the general gardening work on these 
grounds. 


FORT WASHINGTON AND HASTINGS SQUARE. . 


These squares received the same care and attention as they have 
received on previous years. 


CITY HALL. 


The grounds surrounding City Hall received one coat of sub soil, 
were fertilized and were taken care of in the usual manner. The 
present sod has been on the grounds for over 20 years and conse- 
quently is becoming overrun by weeds. I would recommend that it 
be reseeded so as to have a new lawn. 


DANA SQUARE. 


Since the reconstruction of the square in 1912; this spot has been 
one of the most beautiful of its kind in the city. The usual care and 
attention was given it during the season. 


BROADWAY COMMON. 


This common is coming back to its normal condition since the 
playground has been set apart from the remainder of the common. 
It is hoped that with the proper care and attention given it that it will 
soon be brought to as good a condition as it was in before the play- 
ground was laid out. 

All the lawns were seeded and rolled and the wire fences put up 
to protect the lawns, 





La ¥ 
= 
hy 
. c 7 
- 
bas . 
» 
/ 
. 
“ 
rl 
‘ - 
- 
. 
‘ 
’ 
. 4 
se 
» 
¥ 
‘ j 
* s4 j 
pees 
iy Lon, = 
4 »~ 
arin 











PARK DEPARTMENT 15 


HENDERSON SQUARE. 


The grass and shrubs on the square received proper care and at- 
tention during the season. 


EAST CAMBRIDGE EMBANKMENT. 


The floating bath house was opened on June 21st and was closed 
September 3rd. It still continues to be very popular. It is very 
necessary that there should be such a bath house in this section of the 
city and it is needless to say that much good is being done for the 
people living in this vicinity. 


RINDGE FIELD. 


Area, 11.28 acres. The customary work was done during the 
year, the ball field being rolled, and it still continues to be the favorite 
field for both football and baseball as well as skating in the winter 
season. 

The new lawn tennis court was laid out at the northeast corner 
and is very well patronized. 

The new hockey rink was completed at a cost of $60.68 and was 
well patronized by the hockey teams of the different schools. 

A new fire extinguisher was placed in the building. 


THORNDIKE FIELD. 


The only new work done was the placing of awnings over the 
swings. 

The iron fence around this field should receive a coat of paint 
the coming season if the appropriation will allow. 

The field was rolled twice during the season; two new drinking 
fountains were installed and one man was kept constantly on the 
grounds. 


BROWN TAIL AND GYPSY MOTH WORK. 


The ordinary work was done on the brown tail and gypsy moths 
and the eim leaf beetle exterminator. Many private estates were 
cleaned of the gypsy and brown tail moths during the winter months ; 
5,448 street trees were cleaned. Up to the last year we have had these 
moths well under control, but during the time they were in flight, from 


16 PARK DEPARTMENT 


about the eighth to the fifteenth of July, a greater number of the 
brown tail moths came to Cambridge from the neighboring towns, con- 
sequently the expense of doing the moth work this year was almost 
50 per cent. larger than it has been for the past three years. It seems 
too bad that this city should have this difficulty to contend with while 
the department makes a thorough cleaning every winter and during 
the season when these moths are crawling we have little or no trouble 
from them. 

Several complaints were made at this office on account of a larger 
charge being made for this work than has been made in previous 
years, but the department is in no way to blame for this extra charge 
because it has no way of compelling its neighbors to clean their trees 
of these moths in the proper season, as it is a function of the State 
authorities and it seems a shame that Cambridge, paying $50,000 a 
year for so-called protection against moths, should not receive real 
protection. 

All the trees were sprayed with arsenate of lead commencing about 
May 18th and finishing between the roth and 15th of June. 

As stated in my report of last year, the leopard moth still con- 
tinues all over the city. Not only have the street trees and those other 
trees under the control of the city, but several private ones have 
been badly infested with these moths. So far, no practical remedy has 
been found to combat this pest. 


SHADE TREES. 


The special appropriation of $1,000 was used in caring for the 
138 trees on Massachusetts Avenue between Waterhouse Street and 
Porter Station. The brick was removed for a distance of 6 to Io ft. 
long and 4 to 6 ft. wide, according to the dimensions of the tree. All 
the poor material was removed without injury to the roots and replaced 
with good loam. This undoubtedly will be a great benefit to these 
trees, as it gives a better opportunity for the water to get to the roots. 
Several of the citizens while watering their lawns In the dry season 
very kindly water these trees and consequently the trees appear to be 
very much improved. 

There were 194 trees trimmed, 65 dead trees removed, 191 stumps 


taken out and 43 heads, and 568 trees planted. 
The general condition of the trees throughout the city seems to 
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be fair, with the exception of our old elms, a certain amount of which 
die each year. This is too bad, but with our new macadam streets 
and granolithic sidewalks, which carry all the surplus water to the 
sewer instead of allowing it to get to the roots of the trees, with our 
gas pipes underneath and our telephone wires running over head, 
the brown tail and gypsy moths, the elm leaf beetle, and worst of all, 
the leopard moth, these circumstances cannot be wondered at. 

I would recommend that if the appropriation be large enough 
that 1,000 new trees be planted every year. 


WASHINGTON ELM. 


Under the direction of Professor Sargent of the Arnold Arbor- 
etum, all the dead wood in the large cavity on the north side of this 
historic tree was removed by scraping about 2% inches deep and by 
administering two coats of coal tar. It received similar treatment 
about 16 years ago. This shows that it is decaying 2% inches in 16 
years. It was sprayed twice during the season and some small dead 
wood was removed from the top branches. 

I wish to extend my sincere thanks to Professor Sargent for his 
services and kind advice in regard to the protection of this tree. 


CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT OF PLAYGROUNDS. 


The appropriation for the construction and equipment of play- 
grounds was $25,000. The first playground under construction was 
Cambridge Field. In July, 1912, a contract was made with the W. A. 
Snow Iron Works of Boston for about 6,000 lineal feet of chain link 
fence at $1.69 per foot. 

This is now one of the best fences for playground purposes ever 
erected in this part of the country. It took about 1,716 feet to cover 
the Cambridge Field. 

A new surface of about 8 inches of the best yellow loam was put 
on the ball field, the loam being furnished, under contract, by the 
Beatty Construction Company at $1.10 per cubic yard. It took about 
2,637 cubic yards to cover it. The surface was rolled and if it were 
not for the dust this would be anexcellent surface. The dust could 
be easily eliminated, however, by oiling the field. 


18 PARK DEPARTMENT 
a 
The following is a list of the school yards that have been fenced 
and loamed during the year: 


Feet of Fence Cubie Yards of Loam 
NSIT: SGHGOR We. Pon-e aes sce 700 435 
Wellington School ........ 484 ‘158 
Kietcher School aussie. asuk 387 165 
Morses--Sthool - ..00.4 ges noe 385 221 
Peabody <SchoGle. wis as 272 


At the Sleeper School, 200 feet of iron fence, 4% ft. high, was 
erected on the entrance at Norris Street to the playground. This was 
done for a protection to the owners of property on that street, as the 
boys, going to and from the playground, annoyed those on either side 
by running over their lawns. 


RUSSELL FIELD. 


Although this is practically a new field, it was necessary to do 
considerable work on it during the year. A new walk was built from 
the entrance at Dudley Street to the northwest corner about 540 feet 
long and 20 feet wide. The loam was removed and a graveled surface 
was put on. It was also rolled. A new water system was installed, 
two new drinking fountains set up, two ticket offices erected, two tem- 
porary toilets built, a new 8-ft. gate cut in the fence on the northwest 
corner, in order to make the access and exit to and from the bleachers 
wider at this point, eight new concrete steps put at the base of the 
bleachers, two new players’ benches erected, a back-stop reinforced, 
a new catch basin built for surface water, two strands of barbed wire 
placed on top of the fence all around the field in order to prevent in- 
truders from entering, two flag poles set up, the flags being presented 
by the schools, and three runways for gates were made. 

It became necessary to plank underneath the fence all around the 
field to keep the small boys from crawling in. About 2,600 yards of 
filling were placed under the grandstand. 

About 10,000 square feet were leveled and graded outside the 
fence, and it is to be hoped that there will be a diamond here for the 
smaller boys. 


CAMBRIDGE FIELD AND SHELTER. 


The usual work of maintenance was carried on during the year, 
four men being employed to take care of the grass, shrubs, etc. 
One new manhole was built in order to give an opportunity to 
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clean the drain which runs from the ball field to the sewer in Cam- 
bridge Street. A new fire extinguisher was placed in the shelter. 


The shower baths still continue to be well patronized, as the fol- 
lowing table will show :— 














Men Women Boys Girls 
BEN IR S02.) ay ap ee 2,941 843 2,091 356 
ene iv eo es 3,219 1,019 2,430 294 
1) SA) ae 4,163 1,034 2,613 380 
OS Se 4,782 1,033 2,942 394 
AOL 4,619 1,024 3,011 406 
September ......... 3,633 1,203 3,014 468 
ERG i irs. ws > o's 3,016 1,112 2,811 179 
November. ......... 2,632 1,045 2,160 
Deeamber .......-.. 2yoLD 918 . 1,409 
LUIS eeROOry oe ecai ss... 2,138 841 1,186 
Cle 3) ahaa 1,968 832 918 
TIS tees. wk 1,471 849 1,028 
B1,197¢ 11,7538 25,613 Bort 


Grand total, 76,934. 


fiteey PAR’ S EXPENDITURES. 


The expenses of the department for the financial year of 1913 are 
shown in the following summary of the departmental accounts :-— 


PARK LOANS 
(Lands and Construction) 


Amount of unused balance of 1912 appropriation reappropriated 


ree. aly lath 'e eld vic uals wisie ce elea'es $25,627 51 
EXPENDED 
Section A: 
Payment On iron fence ......... $481 79 
OS errr 186 54 
ae rea 30 00 
————— $698 33 
Section C: 
IEP PROQIICN oes werd seen wes $2,551 52 
1 gt ia ere ie ar, atest ats 1,672 81 
a a ee 1,326 71 
ERE ne tol rns bie teiein m6 0 0S sce 138 00 
ae er ee ee re 19 60 
Heraware, tools, etc. ........... 10 61 
IR TEG A jase ec weed 7 84 
INE AER ds PS ae o , & oa ee 4 50 
% ———_—_——- 5,731 59 


Amounts carried forward U........... $6,429 92 $25,627 51 


20 PARK DEPARTMENT 
Amounts brought forward .........6. $6,429 92 $25,627 51 
Section D: 
Pay-TOlis? av. oA teen oe toe aes $503 48 
TOG Lek eas ee a ee ee 414 04 
Teaming Oe hois..Gs Gale ee eo 54 00 
TATVIS Alien ice ates OTs ae ate © 42 00 
Gra Vol Gs ncS etectro te soe tedeeis we ueie so 2 00 
—-————__— 1,015 52 
Section E: 
Pay-rolig. (225 oe 35 wee te eG ews $2,424 84 
Teaming: scenes. Vales Rete as vas we 1,482 50 
Repairing’ seaewallie. isaes we occu 283 20 
GIindGrs Aes oo cee ee eae alee 205 00 
Hardware, tools, CtGi. sas so a 20 82 
Dim DEP. nea i ys eo ee es as 3 89 
4,370 25 
Section F: 
Payrolis (Ae vee oe we oes 43 75 
Section B: 
Rebate granolithic walk .:...... 47 94 
POtal “AMOUNT... fea ses sere 11,907 38 
Balance unexpended ........ $13,720 13 


PLAYGROUND LOANS 
CONSTRUCTION—LAND FOR PLAYGROUNDS 


Amount of unused balance of 1912 appropriation reappropriated 
May 15, 1913 


I $3,765 UO 
EXPENDED. 
Land at entrance. Russell Wield:......25...0. see $750 00- 
Total AMOUNE ooo ccs cies ccc ee 0 0 cise sin olsen nee nnn 750 00 
Balance unéxpend@d .....-0..5..'. 2060s se a yieneeeenennn $3,015 00 


CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT—RUSSELL FIELD 


Amount of unused balance of 1912 appropriation reappropriated 
May 15, 1913 


cigletelaler acs « ane’ Sox e's soebape: O06 Rah pa a-wvee aes toh $6,074 39 
EXPENDED. 
Final payment on. COntract. s- = .5-. satu. aes ee $5,968 75 
PayeTOlls 245g ata wis wR Ee Te a ee ee 74 79 
Pipe for “flag? staff iu Je eee iets hk se nee as "19 70 
Connecting Sewer! .25.2 titan. sie sass gee 11 00 
incidentals axe toe os ee oe i 15 
Total AMOUR: sive os scie b's » + boca else Ge ate ta eel ean 6,074 39 


eS  -  - 
te 


PARK DEPARTMENT at 


CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT—PLAYGKOUNDS 


Amount of unused balance of 1912 appropriation reappropriated 


rates 5 fila ec ove v's a-eig Vv fa-e.e c Goojeele ole cele ne Gees $284 54 
COMET) DViQY 27, 1913... ccc cc cw te ccc cece et cecens 25,000 OC 
$25,284 54 

EXPENDED. 


CAMBRIDGE FIELD 


DS rr $4,928 48 
Se a Se 2,900 89 
PERT COI, ceale cous cece sees 1,527 .62 
A pT sr erie ee 90 00 
ReNPUMENIR Rte cece ok sce vies ce cee eters oi 29 44 
Cg ES 2 ne 13 96 
————_—_—_— $9,490 39 
RUSSELL FIELD 
Og $1,466 57 
ee ST 568 00 
Ue vce be eee 453 31 
Installing water system .............. 296 05 
Installing sewer system .............. 293 28 
a 247 07 
Le SSS lr 89 23 
ka gr 43 18 
en oe ee eee e es 41 63 
Sg oR 25 00 
re Zhe OL 
DURE C OO G ) OLCl 2... ee ee ee ee oe 27 O1 
PeOUIEM POT OWITIGOWS. .. 505.006. crv cees 18 00 
Installing gas system ......... ORE 100 59 
— 3,696 43 
- GENERAL EXPENSES. 
8 $2,250 00 
Ne ce se ce es ee cese 34 28 
MEIER tis ey vis bee se ss se oi 26 95 
SEES oN ws cs eve sce eee need 18 00 
ye ES 16 99 
on 2,046 22 
MERRILL SCHOOL, YARD 
oS Ne 2 oa bit ado p's eres s 0 aie . $1,183 51 
say cg sy cadins Sbie.clm « Sa wew vee 479 82 
a oo oc pa ate y beter eats aise tO 
en eee re ee 72 00 
en ieee rare ee se eae 26 27 
————_—————— 2,073 36 


Amounts carried forward ......seeeuee $17,606 40 $25,284 54 
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Amounts Brought JOrmard Fa Pas sail oes ke we ane ve $17,606 40 $25,284 54 
WELLINGTON SCHOOL YARD. 

i ryts idm toi hi: RG Aaa Rtn Ra 0! hob Sant 8 Jah aa $819 14 

PAUYTOUS aang OR ee ae ee ee a 233 01 

ESORU. vies oo cece « Rit eee ce eee eee hie 174 02 

CONIA he eer eka eee I ere ae ae 165 00 

‘ SERRE took sd 


FLETCHER SCHOOL YARD 


Tron SLenGe Fajc kn eee ates ed amie = we eee $654 19 

US ii men pyiee yrs S(t PAE A> Ve ee 182 38 

Payrollg 2 eee a ee es es ewes 181 73 

TOR MING <5 et eee Ale Aer oe ooo 128 25 

HWaraware, -couls,- GiGi. 2 kk setae tcc ve. sere . 28 

TON DORG eee rrtceete hia aoe old Sls eee Woe sn 5 95 
—_- 1,180 64 

MORSE SCHOOL YARD 

ITOR ALON Cts ek Ae ea eae oe we ree $644 90 

TOON err eee aie kee ces Sood Chien min ew aloes 243 99 

FAVTOLS Bete oiemcis te ae ans aieis apres a Sa yi. Hee | 
——_—___—— 888 2&9 

BROADWAY COMMON 

PEYTOLS Cre reel oh ee Pas er Om tas $410 46 

TTODA CH CE ra oo. choke 5 reise alee cen 237 25 

LW seed tat sO0s 7a. he 36a ees ore ale 86 32 

TPOAMING ers. ilies co ERO ek ees on tie 6 00 

Hara ware, 71001552 Bless asc ican ea eecs 4 41 
—— 744 44 

THORNDIKE FIELD 

PWNS Go he Pa en es ebro deere F $214 80 

PAYTON seas See Fe ai a aoa 187 87 

WOOKED “TONCe os sai seek Nev tern dip tcaberst ate 85 03 

Water2AY Stem i.cc-cs cay Aditi ie iiton.s siete 44 15 

PPA A RO 65's se wa ie ea ea te 43 06 

‘Bence -TepAirs oi). 5 siete Meets a ee ee races 8 45 

Coment iwc ects wintare eae aie Oreo eens 1 25 
ere 589 61 

SLEEPER SCHOOL YARD 
TTOD STEN CO iccatnea ee eee ee ne APE yc ace: 326 00 

ROBERTS SCHOOL YARD 

TOA MING Fiance ake a eagdeele el nce @ ty © alae $156 00 

PAYVTOLS ics we 5 eteentals oar neeaieneed tate eer 128 48 
—_——_—— 284 48 


Amounts carried forward yocrecreevess $23,011 63 $25,284 54 
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Ot a rr $23,011 63 $25,284 54 


PEABODY SCHOOL YARD 
ec alan cs ecccenecvewse 291 36 


oe nec uc cdarscccecercs 140 60 


ee nT ee cick weve cocccceceess 29 16 


a 12 34 
Ee CE oheRe he he lise sw dive 6 ve dels wue's we oad 23,485 09 
UE eS Oa $1,799 45 


PLAYGROUND MAINTENANCE 


SALARIES 
Boemeemmronriaied May Gth, 1913.0... ee eee ee tcc ees $3,000 00 
: EXPENDED 
GSS es ear $2,949 75 
DOPEwRIROUDL. 6.5.04. %55-> 2,949 75 
Balance unexpended ........ $50 25 
GENERAL EXPENSES 
Paeumteapprapratod May Gth, 1913 ......... 0c. tee eee ewes $700 00 
EXPENDED 
ST $233 20 
Car tickets and transportation ...... 3 00 
Band “and arranging music .......... 79 25 
Prizes, roves ang sweaters .....:....... 70 00 
kak ccc cuss ssees 55 30 
Se a, 5 woe cee pe cee tee 43 45 
Bree are TOOIg, CLC, onc ee wees 28 98 
i Ee a 25 00 
ES EEE ee ee 22 90 
Prosrame ana invitations ............ 14 70 
tn Sk a cb pee cae ewee 9 80 
EE, 0 cig, oy wn c's viv Winns eau es 8 ee 7 88 
Subscription to Magazine ..... Sere 5 00 
a ea eR eS ae 4 90 
Se ae ee eee a 1 85 
YS 1 50 
ee, cs Ns wg c's 5 oes Gn = 6 oo a 90 0) 1 47 
eR PMETI OUTIL a uy ccntoss, + 9 698 26 
Balance unexpended .,...-,-.+5 $1 74 
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PARK MAINTENANCE 


SALARIES 


Amount appropriated May 6, 1913 
Amount transferred November 29, 1913, 
Playground Salaries 


EXPENDED 
Salary of General Superintendent $2,000 00 
Salary of Clerk and Bookkeeper, 


Phareeabies 7.6 ite esis ons es 849 83 


Total amount 


owe eereerereoeee 


Balance unexpended 


FORESTRY 
Amount appropriated May 6, 1913 


EXPENDED 


BROWN TAIL MOTH AND ELM LEAF BEETLE 
EXTERMINATION. 


db 6 0s a6 66 V8 ee 6 8 ee OC 6 8 0,6 8 6 Wee ee «a 9) e woe [ee Cee 


Payrolls 
Teaming 
Arsenate of lead 
Repairs spraying machine 
Hose for sprayer 
Ladder repairs 

flardware, tools, etc. 
Gasoline 
Printing circulars 
Stationery 
Creosote 

Lubricating oil 
Blankets 


cope hse ee © ec OOD OO C6 ee 8 8 6 6 6 O88 08 6 ww Cree 
ee ew 6 8 6 et 6 oe 6 8 6 Oe 68 6 0 ee 6 6s 2s BLU lele lene 
Ce CC 6 Be 6 oes 0 8 6S S166 Bee ere 
o0 © 6 6 ws 6. 5 0 0 0 6 2 0,0'8 © 6.0 6 66 6 6 ve eo e eee 
cegensresrs esc aasees oe 68 6 0 6. 0 wre 8 W elwrere 
ose 2 0b ay 6 os 0 6 Che 6 & 6 es», 616 2 See 
0.0.0 © 6-0 B00 6 Gare © 616 6. 16°86 6.6 t 810 6 4 « ble. 6) ee) 6 al. vhatenene 
© 0.6 6.8 6 6 U6 010 0% Cie w 6 6 © here 0.6 las eee ine 
Coe sceses cd teste eg 0 6 0 8 60 0 66 0 ¢ 8 6 6 06 ae Cee en ee 
eee eee eee eee eee eee ee ee ees e ere Heese eeene 
2 


®eeceoeosBeoenecenvneseseeete0es eee 4 6 6 0.8 © © iS 6 8) ee Chere 


Payrolls 
Trees 
Wire netting 
Tree poles 
Teaming 
Hardware, tools, etc. 
Repairing fences (damaged by tree) 
Stationery 
Repairing wagon 
Sharpening saws 
Harness repairs 
Expressage 


© @ 6 6 Bes ne « 8 8 24, 6 1e le Se O29 06 6 0 6 68 6. 0) OC Cn a, era eae 
SetReo set GOovet aes se ees sense neeece ec aeaenuanada sb Cy 8 6 
@ 0 6 a © @ @ 6, 678 2B) 01800 4 8 @ 8 0 0) 8 0 ie @ V0 Be 2 6.6) wee 
ey wr we a ee Ce! CYT ac) ORCI werk gree ce ry 
on @¢ € 2 a 8°90 8 © 8 8 Ce 6 8 6 eye « 6 0 © « © eo © 6) 6 aie 8 6s @ 8 0 #18 
ee 6's 60 0 © 0 fe 6 9.0) 6.6 S10 6 @ 6a eS Be eee 
T0 v @ 6 és 2 0 a vs 
6. 2)000') 0 8 00 0.8 ree a. 6 0 0 S's e's 00 oie 2 ©.@ 6 & 0) 66.86 a oe 
FO 1S. 0) 0 6 @ 2/810. 016 © 50 6 0 000. 80'S @ Cie % 6 0 dh ale 
oe 2 © a e).e 0 ety) 0 6s 6 2) On. oe 0) 6.0 /e me .@ 6 @ stb eens 
oc 2 ps 2) Sere cis © ©« ate 6 6/5) 6 © 6.60 es 6168) bre 6) @ Cee 


> 2 F628) 8 Oe 8 86) 616 Oe Ce oe 6 ee 20. ba) & 6 ee) Rhee Bw 


Amounts carried forward ... 


eeeeoeaeevee 


$5,882 
177 
392 
74 
54 
57 
31 
45 
20 
pS 
18 
3 

9 


$6,777 


92,977 
578 
275 
132 

93 
16 
14 
10 


Nw > 


$4,113 


from Maintenance, 


ont 8.0 8 8 6 6 6 6 Ht 66:6 0 6 6 6 6 8.4 eo Oe Ce 6 ee eee ee 


$2,800 00 
50 25 


$2,850 25 


oeoeereeeevr eee eee eevee ee eee seve 


50 
0U 
70 
02 
40 
35 
28 
00 
00 
70 
50 
75 
02 
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88 
26 
46 
40 
00 
35 
70 
97 
98 
28 
04 
00 


34 





$10,890 


56 


2,849 83 


$ 42 


$15,500 00 


$15,500 00 
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Amounts brought forward 


eee So Oo Be 8S Oe wy 


REMOVAL DEAD TREES 


Payrolls 
a 
eS 
Sharpening saws 
Horseshoeing 
Kerosene oil 


Da ene ae Te wee BP FSB e eases eeceeeeeeeveeteevan 


tS 2 C6 & 2 6 @ Se 6 0 Fo ot 6 6 88 4 Se 6 6 6 8 6 
Teen See we Ce 8 a oe 6 6 Oe OE Cee MC eee ee cease 


Pe eee Sw) 6) e a 6's) ee » © = 6 6 ie 8 tie 8 € 0 6 8 0 O's ¢ 0 6 6 


25 


$10,890 56 $15,500 00 


$3,357 43 


180 00 
53 38 
22 09 
2 68 
4 50 


$3,620 08 


eS wiv gis ce sa vtec ete ewe eee $530 63 
I 330 66 
Ne ks dint ese ek ceca eens 96 75 
eee Scio cs ccc cee eee ce wees 3 
$958 38 
STR ene sg Sig see a wewaia die e oe eap ob eeslons 15,469 02 
Balance unexpended NS Pert ir Seeds es ee ee sy cisihe a eo $30 98 
GENERAL 
emprmrrmmrinied Way 6, 19138 ......... 6. cc cece eee cee sace $23,110 00 
ure eretreen red. Uly) 7, 1913... te ce ce etn eee tunes 3,900 00 
$26,610 00V 
Amount transferred July 25, 1913, to Street Department 
Fe erase ners viola oc uiy aie alos 9 ecplaie sacs eno’ 432 00 
$26,178 00 
CAMBRIDGE FIELD AND SHELTER 
THE FIELD 
Ss on ga see bv wt ec et owes $2,290 72 
Cs Og ad ee as v's ose s sow ses 452 94 
Settees and slats for same............ 124 42 
Ee ee 63 75 
I eee re 58 80 
RE cl, Pe ed peewee « 50 00 
I eo og divin pis stv v's 0 tale sie 45 04 
ES) a 21 60 
Te TOONS, CLC... 26 ae eke ns cane 17. 55 
Demme water SYStCEM ~..........806. 9 07 
IR Tes oka Wee Od Cee ees yy! 
Ee Sh as kG ms Whine ne» # poe ae +08 
I st Pal ny as 65d Ain waive weeds 98 


Amounts carried forward ........ 


i ade Se Gee #) he 2 ee 8 8 


$3,137 61 


$3,187 61 $26,178 00 
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AMOUNTS. DTOUGNE FOIROOT dd oy de-cleda a sie se ee eee $3,137 61 
THE SHELTER 
PASTOUS ©. Fie Sek tee ee eee a Olea eas $2,330 38 
CJORL a 5 Wiles pate rabern cobecetnetare tapi Whe ES 321 20 
Laundering 20 wel 3 Seen ot ke or a 134 07 
BORD (eens ken uate anette ere aie Si 67 70 
TLOWGIS Zhen soa Geen eee ae a 52 50 
LAR DUNG Sep cwauktee cack a oetice aes 8 cote 84 25 
SUD DOs. shores wee aie eats adie fo mi 43 16 
Building RretDOR ese ca. ae eves Miese oe W's 20 00 
ST GUGL DA IGT Maarr it cccikanl ae meee dS rniae os 17 538 
PID DUE UF OURS ower ote ee «Willen os 22 19 
Fire Sex Lin eoehote wae. oe ats: Bole 3 Fete 6 86 
FRG TES Nee cee ae eee ee Se hee ne 1 32 
a 3,101 16 
LOtAl “AlInOUN LG: 4.i pete sea oe te $6,238 77 
COMMONS, SQUARES AND PUBLIC GROUNDS 
PayTolls 3 oo ga iat bie kw sce o's Oia ds «We eet $4,220 O01 
sISNCINE oes wes piee cen Pane e's bee eee 259 35 
PL COR TIT ITN Bien is eles otis ae nie xc ova: "am 20a SE te 108 00 
Lumber for repairing walks: o..~.... .s»s epee 53 95 
Hardware, toolé, ete. 5 io ws ew s sn ws Fae ce ee 41 61 
TROT i ee wee 6 See RP I am 28 ee 49 74 
Repairs, granolithic walk. i. ... <4. <.ssols eee 48 75 
Repairs, fence;. Common: +: .. 6 oonkss «cee see 42 24 
Repairs, fence, Broadway Common.............. ey 37 24 
Lawn “seed (Ge oie os aes ee ek ee 28 37 
Housing topmast ©......6 esas ces Se wate ee 13 86 
Printing circulars: oi. 56.0 Pas sie ove ae eee 1 96 
Repairg “wapon fi) << wiv ceive cess sw en oes eee 175 
$4,906 83 


RIVER PARKWAY, SECTIONS A, B, D, F, G AND H 


section A: 


Lighting + O.r iso Cosa eas $700 73 
Lighting, Welsbach St. Ltg....... 15 63 
Section B: 
Payrolis 25 A sacs eee eee $629 75 
Lighting,C> Ee DD Goxsciasn. koe 409 23 
Lighting, Welsbach St. Ltg....... 162 50 
Hardware, -toolessetG ses Css \auae 2 85 
Section D: 
TAY VIB ocsin BS Slee eae ees ame os mt $168 00 
Payrolie toa ee ee ie 212 58 
Lightings CARL tone ca. an ee 563 90 
TeRMING i <2 5 be Rae eae aes 26 25 
Lighting, Welsbach St. Ltg....... 28 73 
Billing Viswacdaesebice ees ore ere 4 50 
Amounts carried forward ....seeesess at wis tae ee 


$716 


1,204 


1,003 96 


$2,924 


36 


33 


65 


$26,178 00 


$26,178 00 
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Amounts brought forward ............ $2,924 65 $26,178 00 
Section F: 
di 8 8 OS OS $453 41 
ee 222 44 
Lighting Welsbach St. Ltg........ 50 00 
CaP UR URERE EO SOT eG cna see ee wee 36 00 
; — 761 85 
Sections G and H: 
ee) (8S 29 Pk or $473 98 
OE ae 238 52 
PUP RITI CTO G Oe ccc ke reece es 78 00 
Lighting, Welsbach St. Ltg........ T1E87 
Sa 862. 27 
$4,548 87 


RINDGE FIELD AND SHELTER 





THE FIELD 
SL Pe Ee $1,817 67 
Bete liam, m), 1s, CO.) ...5........ 118 35 
po 2 rere 60. 68 
Lighting (Welsbach St. Ltg.)......... 59 16 
a oe i ee etstaa dd. 2 45 68 
ES eee 33 00 
REIS RMIUL EC aes cls cas cca ea sees 12 00 
(0 he TS fe at) sr 2 35 
ES re 22 
FY 25 
oo 2,150 36 





THE SHELTER 


fa $1,437 36 
Ma, isiece cece eee 140 36 
muengering towels .....-........6..5, 54 14 
IT SU ire ixhs s+ vs oe se ae ees 41 72 
PR 24 20 
rr 1n* S7 
i nce cess neces 9 20 
EI aw cies toes cee wees 7 06 
MPO ISUIMUIIOUIGY.© £22.00. ee ce eet ee ee 6 86 
—____—_ Potosi 

i EIEEEN Ge ee Da) a were pies Rbiaree-ee s $3,885 13 
| GENERAL ACCOUNT 
Et, Cots Ss eee Sp oe do a"a's g ace 'S a koe a's ws $274 00 
} SIGS oo. oc et cece eden ent eavess 161 61 
Rinding and print'ng annual report............... 160 “7 
Do cola ines «ape sions sen en woe mae c ee 107 80 
SO Rn nec enn ene 103 02 
) i a cater | pS lk ae 
MemOUntS Carried forward ............ecsceeeneenes $807 20 $26,178 00 


‘ 
i 


Ra ees 7... « 


1 
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Amounts “OTOUINE of OT ROUT, pore’ baie 6 x's o3 inns ae te $807 20 $26,178 00 
Hirecors Dans. >). 625 or oe hae th ie eee 94 50 | 
(JHBOION GO Ss ei sma oy ete rete ere erase ters, oceans hte 71 30 
NGWEtiree ee Sere etek ine mesatee Meet ais ey «ps aia eis Te 61°15 
FIPS SOF VAULOB oe oe a OR ote ec tela diy eons > 20a 60 90 
Horse@sno@ine=26 2. sc vies ser acs bce 8 00 oes eee 54 44 
stampsiand postal Cardsi vac... ss cee few ss eee 51 48 
Printing 10am tickets. oie ve «ee soe ote oe 47 04 
DINNGLS [ie ivact fa aceaie aise Gk OGM Te cm + Woe 6 ee 43 81 
StOragve OL Suto fo Pes es ceed aes Fs ae nee 45 00 
Payroll DoGk Bore sna che cee ek Pode ey) Cone 37 83 
Stationery And Supplies 25. o's ie es» « ee ee 29 66 
AUTO “BU DDIIGR eso te a bs wes sts ote a eC 20 (3 
Letter Hebe, tis Sa cares 6 ocak os he's. e 0°50. 0 yo - wee T9 
Drum- foreeasolene sos wo ees 8 os 6 s,s veins 20 00 
Printing daily reports) 205.23. 65..43 5 58> eae 18 86 
Printing DAyrolis ceux 2s ole cow, so ees sere 17 64 
PlateeslOr AUtO eK bes cask pk cbete cata dia ccge 11 50 
Car tiGKeths fo .w eles cess asd ah se she's vein eins oe 10 00 
Analysis. of “Water a. i. 6. ces ees od s Cas oi ee 10 00 
HartiGss “Yepairs  .¢ fore hs began av setae 9.99 
Kerosene O10 65 pce sos «Dis 0 0 ee es wep 0 nese oe 9 00 
Book Of DeeCdsS 65 6 Ses me oe wk Coe o0ce eos pe 8 9 00 
Hardware, tools, et. ©... 0.4. 65. +e esc s re 6 10 
Lubricating: O11 0G... sacs we acs e629 0s 9s 7 80 
Classification sheets \..c0 5 2o.5 ete a o's5 cae 0 epee ay i) 
SANG = cklaw oo os ead we ce a ca eI ere & > wasn 7 00 
Annual reports slips..>. ..0% << cs... «ac aie 4 25 
DIPeCtOry 25) fein eels. oc 's'h o loce s 04's «0 2 oe 4 00 
Framing Map: i461. 6 kee hele cos bs 2's 0 ae 3 75 
Constable badges ¢. .. sec. ane 605» on «= ove tee 3 00 
Photo supplies ....0....%.. 20 fees «so 211 
Miscellaneous: 650s css 3+ os sa oie sw ete beeen 1 80 
TUX DIOSSALE ii aiks 6 6 ea ie eles wee oleae 40 


$1,614 28 


RUSSELL FIELD 


PAVYOUS oi oie ee lad vs Hoe Noe he $1,051 21 
Building fences and offices ..........-..+eeceecees 188 44 


' 

Giniders <b eS Pe ic See rise aie te ee 154 00 
Hardware, tools, and supplies...........+.-.+ssue 28 42 
Gas fixtures .% Sa cellew o Ren see's rele stow ohn ieee 26 10 

$26,178 00 


Gas Consumed) ise 45 04s cas loee ce co er eee 25 92 
Garden hose oie cle eC Oe oe 25 48 
Lumber i sis ere Brea re ae hh ee ee 25 24 


Rubber mats 60 is sew ie ee vo oS i a ee 20 32 
PIOMDIN SIG. ae a ae co te eihees oe eae ge 17 44 
SLONB OM. wires 6p soe wake Gres tina «nec ee 9 00 
Gravel oo ceed¢0 eo ee eee ee a 1 1 
SOttees os eee bina Bin a va Faas Cc seks toe a 12 00 
Teaming yc ees eee weal acer aie ne atin aot ates oy nn 3 00 
Stationery <6. Fe fees die oa le ee is oa hncetan ee 43 


Fire extinguisher (oe 0. 5.2 fou es aa on ee 86 


$1,609 61 


Amount Carried TOTward ion i cicws oe 4ane wien eee 
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PUMPS FOTUOATO 3... ccc ccc ccc teers wean $26,178 00 
BATH HOUSE 
ce cer tees est esessaces $1,250 73 
eee INITIATE WOUC. 6 ee eet cece 182 12 
Ce TS) rr 82 82 
ea a 37 43 
ee ee ee eee 21 %1 
Rg a ar i aa 9 75 
he ES SSS eee 2 43 
ne ee 2 94 
en eer eos 
MORE Sis wesc sinle ve sss ee sctesons 1 00 
Se a ee ear 98 
$1,593 90 
THORNDIKE FIELD 
ee Gah sco se cs et tees mn esees $715 48 
en aera 80 15 
SS at OR Sn eee ee 36 00 
ns 16 46 
IS ee ee 6 00 
Src iii 3 53 
SE IL, faa do ws csv ce sce tec e eens 3 70 
$861 32 
FLOATING BATH HOUSE 
ee ceo le cis oe cle e cen sere ees teneees $309 56 
NNO epg sw ee vice oe ee setae enews 70 00 
SEES ia sy seeks cece ss cose ce ecs tes 8 27 
MUMIIEEOGINIUOLG. 2... ct ccc ttt coerce erences 4 20 
er OUUEEIE TO OLC. 0 cs neice nee ee enc eet ec tes 3 20 
ET cisco np svc sce ate hee eee rsneteee 1 47 
ee ar eee 1 12 
The, wks pt ca ee te ee tence nens 1 50 
$399 32 
LONGFELLOW PARK 

ee ns gw oe sp wie'vin nlawce see siaie vee $244 71 

INSEE as ING Tre oe p.ni'g aah oe oR toe 0 ap. ie 25,902 74 

IEEE ETARTISCLOCL Lh, cfr aicip hs 0 a-o s-glan sie nats ae a weep Waw ale sims $275 26 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN F. DONNELLY, 


General Superintendent of Parks. 


REPORT OF SUPERVISOR OF PLAYGROUNDS 


February I, 1914. 


To the Board of Park Commissioners, City of Cambridge: 


Gentlemen: I submit herewith a report of the work on the Cam- 
bridge playgrounds during the summer season of 1913. 

The general plan of the work varied in no great measure from 
that of previous years. No radical change is really possible in the 
nature of play itself; the traditional games of childhood furnish the 
foundation of all play activities, and acting upon this belief, your 
supervisors purposely avoided the introduction of the so-called “newer 
games.” 

Baseball continues and will continue to be the sport to which boys 
of all ages are attracted. The game is deservedly popular and offers 
more opportunities for the finer mental and physical development of 
the many, with fewer chances for injury, than any of our other sports. 
Senior and junior leagues were maintained throughout the season 
-and the winners in each division were awarded jerseys bearing the 
playground initial. In the senior division the Rindge Field team was 
successful, and the junior championship was awarded to the team from 
Cambridge Common. 

The success of these leagues lies not alone in the popularity of 
the sport but in the fact that they furnish a convenient means of inter- | 
playground competition. Too much cannot be said in favor of such 
competition when judiciously supervised. In the absence of play- 
ground equipment, it serves to keep alive a keen interest in all activi- 
ties throughout the entire season and develops a child’s pride in the 
work of its own particular playground. It calls the attention of the 
general public to the work which the playgrounds are doing, and evi- 
dence of stich attention and interest was shown in the presence of a 
large number of adults at the various dual meets and ball games. In 
all, eighteen dual meets were held, the program of events for these 
meets being chosen from a uniform list of games submitted to the 
teachers at the beginning of the season. 
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The general character of the work carried on for girls may be 
summarized under three heads. Folk dancing, occupation work and 
the simplest forms of athletic competition. The instruction in folk 
dancing was particularly efficient and a marked progress in the skill 
of the children was noticeable at the end of the season. Less im- 
portance was attached to the occupation work than in former years 
in the belief that a brief season could be used to better advantage and 
more children reached through the play and game periods. The in- 
troduction of inter-playground meets and playground baseball games 
aroused even greater rivalry among the girls than the boys, and the 
teachers had little difficulty in maintaining interest and order in a 
week which furnished a dual meet or ball game. 

Through the courtesy of the Boston Baseball Club of the National 
League and the management of the St. James Theatre, Boston, enter- 
tainment was provided for the boys and girls during the first week of 
August. 

At the close of the season, eight hundred children from the vari- 
ous playgrounds were brought to Russell Field in special cars for the 
demonstration day and exhibition of the features of the summer's 
work. In spite of the fact that rain necessitated a postponement from 
the day previous, the exercises attracted a gathering of five thousand 
spectators—a further evidence of the public interest. The program. 
as carried out on that day, follows: 


Opening March. 


Folk Dances. 
1. Lassie Dance. 
2. Swedish Ring Dance. 
3. Het Cross Buns. 
4. French Vineyard Dance. 


Bean Bag Races. 
(a) Sub-Junior Boys. 
(b) Junior Girls. 


Shuttle Relay Race. Senior Girls. 
50 Yards Dash. Sub-Junior Boys. 
75 Yards Dash. Junior Boys. 

100 Yards Dash. Senior Boys. 


Folk Dances. 
1. Irish Jig. 
2. How Do You Do? 
38. Indian Dance. 


Shuttle Relay Race. Junior Boys, 
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Quoit Relay Races. 


(a) Sub-Junior Boys. 
(b) Junior Girls. 


Folk Dances. 


1. Varsovienne. 
2. Spanish Boston. 
38. Barn Dance. 


Organized Play and Game Period. 


Each playground will show some of the games which have been 
practised during the season. 


Combination Races. 
(a) Junior Boys. 
(b) Senior Boys. 
Special Folk Dances, 


(a) Orange Blossoms—Rindge and Merrill Playgrounds. 

(b) Bonita Caprice—Gore and Fresh Pond Playgrounds. 

(c) Maypole and Group Dancing—Cambridge Field and Broadway 
Playground. 


(d) Dance of the June Bugs—Thorndike Field Playground. 


Junior Sack Race. 


Diamond Relay Races. 


(a) Senior Boys. 
(b) Senior Girls. 


Singing of “The Star-Spangled Banner.” 


This description, brief though it be, will serve to give a general 
idea of the nature of the summer’s work. A fixed program or sched- 
ule for each day was purposely avoided, for the activities appealing 
to one section of the city at a given time might be wholly out of place 
in the work of another playground at the same hour. The aim has 
been to group the children according to their ages and physical abil- 
ities and then give attention proportionate to the numbers comprising 
the individual groups. 

From experience gained by association with the work during 
the past three years, I take the liberty of offering to the Board the 
following recommendations and general observations concerning the 
present and future organization of the Cambridge playgrounds: 

The appropriation amounts each year to approximately $3,700, of 
which $3,000, or 81 per cent. of the total appropriation, is for sala- 
ries. The matter of teacher selection is, consequently, the most im- 
portant item connected with expenditure, and I would suggest that, 
in addition to the policy pursued during the present season of retain- 
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ing the experienced teachers, due credit be given to sub-masters, 
assistant teachers and apprentices, and promotions accorded to these 
latter groups as vacancies may occur. 

With perhaps the exception of Wards 6, 9 and 10, the city is well 
taken care of from the standpoint of a possible development of recrea- 
tion facilities. With play areas provided for these wards, the prob- 
lem is then one of equipment. Much good has been accomplished in 
the recent fencing and surfacing, but I wculd recommend that what- 
ever further appropriations may be forthcoming, be applied to the de- 
velopment of Mill Pond, Cambridge Field and Rindge Field, in the 
order named. Absolute necessity is the only excuse which makes 
permissible the use of the Mill Pond playground in its present condi- 
tion. Cambridge Field and Rindge Field suffer, of course, from ab- 
sence of equipment, but both fields are provided with sanitaries and 
shelters, and the general conditions at each are favorable for suc- 
cessful playground work. 

Thorndike Field is the only equipped playground in the city, and 
its general features, with emphasis upon the provision of separate play 
areas for boys and girls, are to be recommended in connection with 
the improvements suggested for the above-named playgrounds. Ad- 
ditional space might well be gained at this field were the present steel 
frame and apparatus on the boys’ playground removed. The slide 
which has been provided is, in my opinion, altogether too high and 
dangerous, and only constant watchfulness on the part of the instruc- 
tor in charge has prevented perhaps serious accidents. The slides in 
the girls’ playground should be roofed over, as the heat and glare on 
the metallic inclines render the apparatus unfit for use on many of 
the hotter days. It is surprising that the field contains no sanitaries 
or shelter, and the playground must be considered as incomplete until 
this lack of provision is remedied. 


Smaller playgrounds are needed to supplement the work of the 
larger fields, but the attendance at several of these playgrounds has 
been such as to make doubtful the wisdom of their continuance in 
present locations. The work at Peabody School was discontinued at 
the end of four weeks’ time on account of very poor attendance. The 
playgrounds at Fresh Pond, Captain’s Island and Cambridge Common 
draw no very great patronage when compared with playgrounds of 
like area in other parts of the city. 

I do not believe that we have an excessive number of these 
smaller playgrounds—the slight attendance is due rather to poorness 
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of location. For example, the bathing beach at Captain’s Island fur- 
nishes recreation facilities sufficient in itself, and supervised play 
might better be carried on at the Morse School or on the lots at the 
foot of Erie Street. Cambridge Common and Fresh Pond Play- 
grounds show an average attendance of thirty or forty pupils each ses- 
sion, and this number could easily be doubled were the playgrounds 
to be established nearer the centers of population in these districts. 

At Gore School the daily attendance is large but the play area is 
extremely limited and the general facilities for playground work are 
very poor indeed. That portion of the school yard which is available 
for play purposes has a total area of not over 5,100 square feet, and 
when it is remembered that this plot is used by an average daily attend- 
ance of 200 pupils, the need of more play space will be apparent. 

A consideration of the difficulties to be met with in beginning a 
season’s werk may not be out of place in concluding observations. 
The appropriation is made at such a date that teachers’ appointments, 
the general plans for the organization of playground activities, the 
sorting of old and the purchase and distribution of new material, 
must he crowded into approximately four weeks’ time. Too much 
emphasis cannot be placed upon the importance of a successful open- 
ing week for delays incidental to a hurried preparation may mar the 
work of a playground for an entire season. I realize that the financial 
year begins at such a date that earlier appropriation is not possible, 
but I would suggest that the Board make such tentative plans as would 
permit the supervisors to prepare the work of the larger playgrounds 
at as early a date as possible. 

Whatever success has been attained during the season may be 
attributed in a great measure to the support which has been accorded 
the supervisors by the members of the Board, to the generous aid 
given at the department headquarters by the Superintendent of Parks 
and the Secretary, and to the general willingness on the part of the 
schoolhouse janitors to lend assistance whenever possible. 

Appended are the general statistics of the summer’s work, the 
financial statement, and an inventory of the supplies stored at Cam- 
bridge Field shelter. 


PLAYGROUNDS 
Gore School Thorndike Field Broadway Common 
Merrill School Cambridge Field Cambridge Common 
Peabody School Mill Pond | Captain’s Island 
Rindge Field Fresh Pond 
LONRth- Of MeahON a. 2c lanes ots July 7-August 29, 8 weeks, 5 days per week 


Hetiarra tons. fs fo ee alters Monks Sateraie ate Girls, 1350; Boys, 1,108; Total, 2,458 
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ATTENDANCE (BY WEEKS) 
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Broadway Common ... 1,142 737 949 798 799 859 856 739 
Cambridge Field ...... 2,775 2,340 2,205 2,705 2,015 2,205 1,945 1,215 


Captain’s Island ...... - 294 292 47% 333 374 5900 374 135 
Gore School ...:....... 1,815 1,308 1,201 1,197 1,124 1,112 867 683 
Merrill School ........ 992 677 590 608 459 500 454 369 
ptt a) lor | ke ie a 330 829 1,150 2,395 2,210 2,230 1,725 1,041 
Peabody School ...... 201 260 292 301 discontinued) 

Rindge Field ......... 2,278 2,279 2,834 2,307 2,740 2,988 2,480 1,806 
Thorndike Field ...... 3,048 3,323 3,728 4,081 4,828 4,798 4,340 2,828 
Cambridge Common .. 395 375 430 495 435 395 300 
PERG U EY 6565 6..%.. 303 317 240 278 268 261 131 





area —_———— —_——— a -_———_—— Sete ————— 


12,875 12,743 13,613 15,395 15,322 15,845 13,79/ 9,247 
MMEUCMETICUC Sh ogla eo Vice S slo ere ves et gee elenees 108,837 


TEACHING STAFF 


Superintendent Pianist 3 Apprentices 
Assistant Superintendent 10 Teachers 4 Masters 
2 Special Teachers 9 Assistant Teachers 4 Submasters 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 





APPROPRIATED. 
cee cae nen sites ceccess $3,000 00 
ac ge gins cine mc hse wesc ccssseense 100 00 

Ts ea ist ciate sae decd clecldises veltes cewace $3,700 00 

EXPENDED. 

June Playground and Recreation Association.... $5 00 
July WES ag Fe E'S 150 21 
- Boston Elevated (car tickets)............. 20 00 
TEAMS AT ond in vias dees cess alewess Sica 
UES PRS Sgn 2 40 
EPENEUNTECAL fag Poy cba oc a sve. a.0.0 eee eed 10 53 
Central Square Hardware Co............-. 39 
Central Square Hardware Co............. 39 
INIIOED a g t ace ls tv ewes eevee ea cle eeee 9 80 
IMENRPEV ESL TE ohn tas ols cie give d ose ¢ leeks 98 
Central Square Hardware Co............. 34 
Central Square Hardware Co............. 62 
ES oP a gcc dy valk soa Rielle si ale’g wae © 7 88 
SPMMSMEIVESOLT >. oy nicl sinc ok tain ews we 0 xe oe 4 41 
Central Square Hardware Co............. 2 58 

DELI TSCH, FOTIDOTE foc ccc ccccccccsccriscces $218 86 $3,700 00 
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AMOUNTS OLOUDTNEJOTWATE Bova ha. dias dee 


omnwoocr 


slg 
24 
18 
12 
100 
10 


40 


Central Square Hardware Co.......... ee 
HOTACH Br ari O26 eee ca eins ove een 
POI SUS SI. BOTA IMIeCUey vs. 3s 6 a cca acer 
HOracer PATividg Geter ras c <ietete oe Pe 
Ae CELOZIACt to ee. ote oom eos soo 5.0 oe tan er 
Boston El. (car tickets league games).... 
Je PARCOTCOLSAD catiie aa «ts shore oS sinks be ee 
Horace Paritidee sv. oes wes pe 
WE SESE CLL LLY trarceeca 5 ele trace Bets et fa sere see ee 
Jc Hy tOoreoran 5 sia ess el ok tee ew eee 
Pill SBros ain so. dee © fern. Pos ebb ee 
J veg MBOTCOLAh sere sot earls oe 0 ans 
Horace. Partridge: sc. .swdivtes < sine a ha 
Boston Stamp ‘and Stencil'Co.....4,.0008en 
Boston El. (spec. cars St. James Theatre). 
J. ise COPCOFAT as © ares co ore 2 os so sn 
Boston “iyi (car tickets) oS:.2. 5.54.5 
bert, COTCOPAT. on oe ois oes one ale me 
GAS MICK ONZIiG 4 2, < os Vows n ce ee 
Horace Partridge: 4.02. .sce sees ee 
J.2h. Corcoran) 3 i a°. 52s <5 eda eee 
Ansustus: Danim oes. s<0 0s «ces es vee 
20. A SE DONOVAN ~.5 is uis's oe 8 see's cet ee 
J; FrankiWacey o..0v0...5 02 o ccm ete 
ROUBetMarbish? fev ove: tcc ws ol esecdhe eee 
D7 By Lo@ wis <9 overs 's< skid ac xo ae) oe 
Horace Partridge .2.5 0.4.0... cence 
Ds omELITG Oso % viv kre ecs «0 ba we 5 ees 
Boston El. (special cars Russell Field).... 
W? Caldwell)... .s55.35 8 ge sae ws 6 one 
Horace -Partridge : (marker) .:2i:¢25 eee 
Horace Partridge (repairs on marker).... 


Total general expenses ........ 2 ceeee 
Expended for: salaries. ..:.....3.4.%.. ese 


Total (salaries and general expensSes)....,.....-e.ee0. 


$218 

"a ee 
44 

25 


3 
20 


oO 
oe ob Re 


= 


16 


86 
2Z 
39 
95 
54 
92 
00 
76 
45 
30 
96 
44 
59 
91 
00 
00 
98 
00 
88 
98 
29 
68 
00 
25 
70 
00 
47 
85 
41 
00 
50 
05 
93 


Balance |... o's 0% 00s tole cine 0 0 0 5 eee 


$3,700 00 


3,648 01 
$51 99 


SUPPLIES ON HAND AT CAMBRIDGE FIELD SHELTER 


Doz. Baseballs. 
Playground Balls. 
Volley Balls. 
Association Footballs. 
Basket Balls. 
Fist Balls. 
Bladders. 
Playground Bats. 
Junior Bats. 
Senior Bats. 
Bean Bags. 
Boxes Blocks. 
Sets Bases. 
Checker Boards. 
Boxes Checkers. 
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5 Catcher’s Gloves. 
5 First Baseman’s Gloves. 
18 Fielder’s Gloves. 
4 Masks. 
2 Megaphones. 
200 Reports. 
300 Enrollment Cards. 
6 Pumps. 
23 Sets Quoits. 
10 Lbs. Reed and Raffia. 


Respectfully submitted, 


TIMOTHY F. DOWNEY, 


Supervisor of Playgrounds. 
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